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unique and most interesting arrangement of the landmarks of psychiatric
literature in the form of a concordance.
It is well-known that it is impossible at the present time to write a text-
book of psychiatry which will please everyone. Dr. Muncie's book presents
the conservative point of view more adequately than any which has appeared
in English. The reviewer hopes that in subsequent editions greater attention
will be paid to the cultural factors which influence personality development
and adjustment, that the relationship between personality makeup, adjust-
ment, and illness will be brought out more clearly, and that the minor illnesses
and everyday problems of general psychiatric practice will be presented in
greater detail. The book in its present form is a useful contribution to the
psychiatric literature and is cordially recommended. PAUL WM. PREU.
UNTO THE FOURTH GENERATION, GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS,
WHAT THE LAYMAN SHOULD KNOW. By Irving Simons. E. P.
Dutton & Co., New York, 1940. 243 pp. $2.50.
The first two of three sections of this volume, which deal with the
history and descriptions of gonorrhea and syphilis, are in general well written,
although the title is misleading. Few syphilologists believe that syphilis is
transmitted to the fourth, or even the third, generation. The importance
of the problem of gonorrhea, of early diagnosis, treatment, and prevention, is
properly stressed. That the private physician should be a key person in the
control program is generally accepted. It is unfortunate that the ultimate
values of the book may be greatly reduced because the author felt inclined
to release emotional misconceptions of the public health program and the
profession in a manner to misrepresent or discredit established principles,
practices, and generally accepted policies. One also wonders why the author,
whose style of presentation (even for the layman) is not superior to that of
many previous writers, should feel the urge to criticize all that has been writ-
ten on these subjects heretofore. Much has been published about gonorrhea
and syphilis which is as useful for the layman as the material in this book, and
may be obtained for less cost. The net effect of this volume, which includes
much erroneous and superfluous material dealing with private practice versus
public health, may be to confuse the layman rather than to clarify the
problem. I. V. HISCOCK.
VIRUS AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES: WITH ESPECIAL CONSIDERA-
TION OF THEIR PUBLIC HEALTH SIGNIFICANCE. Harvard School
of Public Health Symposium Volume. By various authors. Har-
vard University Press, 1940. xi + 907 pp. $6.50.
A volume of this character does not lend itself to review; it can only be
said that it is comprised of the papers presented in Boston in June, 1939,